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To 34: JaMEs PEIRCE. 


Sir, 


Have receiv'd and read the few 
Lines that relate to me in your 
larger Scribble. to another Au- 
ow: Wherein you are pleas'd to re- 
fete me as the Advocate and Cham 
Jian of -the Univerſity, which tho 
1 ebene as a Sarcaſm, yet I take to 

be much better Titles, th an thoſe 


1 


D iſſenters, or the Bell-wether of 


you are publickly known to be, and 
J * your ſelf i in. 


Jorher chan Calling 4 Spade, 4 Spade, 
or the giving Perfons and Things 
Arheie right and ng Names; as 
Fr the 


8 the Ring · leader of Sectaries and 
rring and ſtraying Sheep, which 


The you may be apt to ſay is 
" of Names, tho it be no 


"LT. © 4 ] 
the Sequel of this Letter will 
plainly diſcover. 


ca 
{ot 

You call my Antidote, 4 Fine | Di 
Piece indeed, conſidering the Station 1 lat 
and Degree of the Writer ; Which rb 
Wiſer Men account an Uſeful and Ga 
Neceſſary Piece to expel the Poiſon cat 
of your Seditious Sermons, and pre- Inat 
ſerve the People from the Conta - foo 
gion of ſuch Peſtilent and Perni- anc 
cious Pamphlets; which is a Work cip 
well becoming Perſons of the . | the 
ft Stations and Degrees. 6 8. 


| But 7 5 ee (fy you) 
WY Diſputants on any Side, in cal- 
ling Names, and uſing Abuſive Lan- 4 
guage. What! Have I outdone St. 
Paul in calling Ehymas the Sorce- 70 6 
rer, A Child of the Devil, a Perſon in t 
fall of all Subtilty, and 4 Miſchief, © 
and an Enemy of all Righteouſneſs : Tie, 

Asking, N. = he would ceaſe to 771 1 
vert the right Ways of the Lord 7 


As you hay read Ache xiii. 9, x0. 
And 


. i 
* 


— 


BE a 
il And does not the ſame Apoftle 

call the Galatians: Fools, and Per- 

ſons intoxicated with Error and 
ne | Y Diſbbedicnce'; ;: ſaying, O Fooliſh Ga- 
on I latians - V ho hath bewitched you, 
ch cbar you ſbould not obey the Trath ? 
nd Galat. iii. 1. And certainly there 
on 3 can be no greater Folly or Faſci- 
e- nation in Religion, than to be be- 
a- 4 fool'd into Errors and Diviſions, 
and bewitch'd with Seditious Prin- 
| og: to the great Prejudice of 
the Publick and Private Welfare. 
J-ogain, 


of Have I outdone St. Eau when 
44. he told Simon Magus, That bis 
n- Heart was not right in the Sight of 
It. 4 od, and that he had perceiv 2 bim 
be- Jo be in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
on | n the Bond of I niquity, and that he 
1. ad no Part or Lot in the Gifts of 
he Holy Ghoſt, of which he ſeem'd 
r- to be too ambitious: And there- 
i? | vg advis'd him to repent of his 
0. 4» 1 e and to pro Goa, if per- 
ad . haps 


72 


[s] 
| haps the Thong bis of his Heart 
ble forgiven W Acts viii. 19, 


2 4 


This was never reckon'd Abu- 
five Language, but ſpeaking plain | . 
and neceſſary Truths for the Expo- 
ſing of Error and the Amendment of | = 
e. Yea, we find our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour Himſelf calling the Phariſees, * 1 
A Generation of Vipers, r 1 
Blind Guides, Painted Sepulchers, that 
' ſhew'd 4 Fair Outfide, bat within |: 43 
were full of . Rottenneſs and Corrup- | 
tion. And ſtyles Falſe Prophets by 
the Name of Ravenous Wolves ap- 

ring in Sheeps Cloathing to divide 
and devour the Flock. And I hope 
vou will not take this for 4 


of Names, or uſing Abuſive Lan- 1 
guage. 3 


St. Paul calls the Falſe Teach 9 
ers among the Philippians by the 
Name of Dogs, Evil Workers, and 
the like; ſaying, Beware of Dees, 
* of Evil 2 beware ee. de 

. 


"#1 


be MW Concifiow,” Philip. ift. 2. And isch 
te. 1 8 callihg f Names? 


or rather are they! t juſt Reprel 
u- henfions, join'd violeſöme 
in Cautions and Naborſtiebs, for the 
o- | Good of thoſe to whom he wrote ? 


of I 

3 The fins Aoltle pets of owe 
„ among the Epheſians; © who took bin 
es, 4 © for their Enemy, meerl | for telling 
them the Truth; which is ſome- 
n times bo offenſive to Cöhſeious and 
7 Guilty Derſons, that like Gale 

Y | Horlss they wince and fling, when 
touch'd upon the Sore Places. = 


Whereas a Smakt And Seaſbnable 
Kebuke hath been ever reckon'd 
Fo the Good Offices of 4 
Friend, not the Wounds of an Ene- 
4 my; the doing whereof is in Scrip- 
b- 1 ture made a Token of Love, and 
he the Neglect of it is a Marl bf 


d | Haired; ſaying, Thon ſhalt not hate 
vs, Brother it thike Heart, 'thok 
he | A in any wiſe reboke bitt, and 


1. nor 


A 1 3 1 
not ſuffer Siw i pon him, Levit. ix. 3 17 


TOES. the Pſalmuſt.. rakes it 
for an Act of Favour and Kind- 


neſs, not a Mark of Diſ pleaſure ; 4 1 


ſaying, Att: the Righteous 9 2 me, 
it (ball be 


Oil, which: ſpall not break. r Head. 
e cxlt. i 5. | 


bid to 2 4 * ame Singers Tear : 
that they may be ſound in the Faith. 


And elſewhere to rebuke with all 4 
Authority. | St. Paul indeed wills us, 


not to rebuke an Elder, but to entreat 
him as 4 Father; 


Office and Dignity, with due De- 
! and Submiſſion. N 


Order and Station, who uſurp Holy 
Orders, and ſow the Seeds of Diſcord 
and Diviſion among the People; 


theſe are to be treated, as our Saviour © 


and 


3 
* 


4 22 Aud let hins 3 


_—_— me „ #t ſp all be ax excellent 4 | 
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and Decency re- 
quires us to treat our Superiours, in 


But for Perſons of an inferiour 1 
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Wit your oaly Rule of DireQtion) 


4 , 
and the Apoſtles did the Phariſees 


and falſe Teachers, with greater 
$ Sharpneſs and Severity. . 


Moreover, the ſame Apoſtle ex- 
horts, I any Man, through Weak- 
neſs, Inadvertence, or Surprize, be 
overtaken with a Fault, to reſtore ſuth 4 


one in the ſpirit of Meekneſs, conſider- 


ing our ſelves, leſt we alſo be tempted, 


_- 4 
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and Obſtinacy are added to any 
Crime or Error, and Men withſtand 
all the milder Methods of Con- 
viction, there rougher Means are to 
be uſed, and ſtronger Medicines be- 


come neceſſary to be apply d. 


So that if you had a right Under- 
ſtanding of theſe Matters, you would 
ſee greater Cauſe to commend the 
Faithfulneſs of ſuch Dealing, than 
to complain of the Hardſhip of the 
Uſage: Eſpecially having ſo many 
Precepts and Precedents in Sacred 


0 


(=) 


60 wareant and recommend it: 


A Wiens that -requir'd at gel 
to be touch'd only with a Soft and 
Gentle Hand, muſt be more deep- 
ty fearch'd and roughly handled, 
when it becomes malignant and 4 
endangers the whole Body. | 


But to put by all this you tell 
me in ue next Words; That as 


for Arguments, I neither wake uſe of 
any my TT: nor well nntlerſtand the 
Lo renee of others, Now _ 


Tho? ſuch: Bolts are commonly 
obſerv'd to be ſoon ſhot, yet are 
they ſeldom known to do any 

t Execution; and oft'ner turn 
upon thernſelves, than thoſe againſt 


whom they are levell d. 


Indeed, Were you a Ma Ker or 
judge of right Reaſoning, or were 
Ze ever known to be convinced. 
dr yield to the Force of T ruth, 1 


there 
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teſted by the Fathers, Councils, 


there might be ſome Reaſon to 
give ſome heed to what you ſay. 


But for an empty Caviller, that 


takes vain Jangling for good Ar- 


gumentation, and Oppoſition of 
Science, falſly fo call'd, for true 
Wiſdom and Knowledge; the Boaſt- 


ing and Cenſures of ſuch a one 


are vain, and merit no Regard. - 


And for my not underſtanding the 
Arguments of others, meaning your 


own, I defy the Wiſeſt of all your 


Party to find Senſe or Reaſon in 
your Tedious and Impertinent 


Wrangling about Timothy and Titus 


being, Biſhops of Epheſus and Crete; 
which being a Matter of Fact of many 
Hundred Tears ſtanding, can be 
known only by the Teſtimony and 
Tradition of thoſe that liv'd in or 
near thoſe Times; and being at- 


and all Eccleſiaſtical Writers, the 


proper Witneſſes and Judges in 


ſuch Caſes, to queſtion or con 7: 
se "= 


11) [ 12 ] 
dict this Evidence is to turn Scep- 
tick, and deſtroy the Credit of all 

Hiſtory, by which alone the Know- 
ledge of ſuch things can be con- 
vey d to us. Lea, tis to under- 

mine the Authority of the Holy 

Scripture, and the Belief of the 

Chriſtian Religion, which depend | 

much upon the Tradition of the 

Church, the Teſtimony of the Fa- 
thers, and the Credit of thoſe 

Writers, who thro' every Age have 


Kam > om, 


handed them down to us. 


. And for a bold Scribler, that is 
to deny and oppoſe all this, is a 
Piece of the inſufferable Pride and 
Arrogance of an Ignorant Innova- 
| tor, who hath nothing to object 
againſt all this but a few Scraps or 
SGentences drop'd by the by from 
ſiome ancient and modern Writers, 
gagainſt the whole Tenor of their 
128 | Writings and Opinions which is 2 
I groſs Abuſe and Perverting 1 _ 
SS enle 


GGG 


ASS 3 


genſe of thoſe een and nen 


9 Abuſive, and- gave ſome Uneaſineſs. 
But here you ſay, that tis not Sharp 
enough to make you feel it, and fo 


151 


lent Perſons, Kei . 


Butz 1 bow offorded ou „ you 
ſay) much Diverſion. If F the Di- 
verſion you ſpeak of hath afforded 
you any innocent Recreation or 
Relief from the Burthen of World: 
Cares and Sorrows, I ſhould 
gladly thus contribute to your 


Eaſe and Satisfaction. But if your 
Diverſion conſiſts in the Deriſica of 


Fools, Who (as Soloman tells us) make 
4 mock of Sin, and laugh at their own 
Folh, ſuch Mirth is no better than 
Males, and you will find little 
Comfort, and lels Credit in ſuch 
Dun = cige 


But * Satyr = ſlay) hath  no- 
thing Sharp and Picquant enough to male 
any one feel it. You complain'd be- 
fore, that twas a little too Sharp and 


t is 


whoſe Conſciences are ſear d as with an 


et and ſharpen it 


a little more, to make i it, if poſſible, 
4 wy gran jerce and enter ſuch hard and 


ting Hearts, and bes ſome 
geod Impreſhons behind e 


1 . 


he Apoſtle indeed peaks of dme 


of 2 reprobate Mind that are paſt feel- 
#7, and find no Remorſe for the 
worſt and vileſt Actions; and elſe- 


Where _— 'us of ſome ſeducing | 


Spirits, that ſpeak Lies in Hypocriſy, 


hot" Tron. I hope you are not yet ar- 5 
riv'd to that degree of Hardneſs, tho 
your Obſtinacy in Error and Schiſm 
s you tobe 1 in a fair way to- 
wards it; and 'tis an Act of Charity, 


both to your Self and the Publick , 


to ſtop you in the Carreer of ſach 
vile and wicked Courſes. I truſt 


4-4 will not think this too ſevere, 
bein 


g ſo abſolutely neceſſary for your 
CONT nnn. * 


$ V, You may caflly {ee ly In- 
vectives 


| vigur's, and his Apdfites. agaioſb! 
heady joe obſtinate Offenders; and 

that where Lenitines can work no 
ooo aeg a are to he ap- 


plied in n as well ο 
Mayes... ; 266+ = | EY 


* 


"bs for 1 your Reflections on e, 


Univerſi An 44 hoſe Defen/e-(you lay ; 
Ihave undertaken : thatlearned Body 


9 


* % 


Champions to appear in its Defenſe, 


as need and occefion ſhall require. 
indication of Dif- 


e 13 3 | 
* 


Whereas your 
ſenters is rather the 


5 divided and heterogeneous 
5 Body, 42 which you may hear more 
in due time. 


2 


How many others may be diſap- 
* pointed 


aring further from you. 


hath many abler Advocates = 


diſcloting the 
Nakedngls than any juſt Defenſe 


* I am the only Mas 5 inthe World 8 
) that will be diſappointed in 
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